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far off. God 'knows if we will come to it by this evening
Ibn Humaiyid says it is yet a long way off. Look you! I
answered, do you see that great dune before us a little way
off, perhaps an hour's riding ? That is Ziqirt! Now, what
say you ? That Ziqirt! he almost shouted with indignant
dismay, who told you so ? Do you know better than the
guides ? No, I replied very suavely, but Ibn Humaiyid told
us all that Bani Riman was five ranges, two before and two
beyond the middle one in which is Naifa ; he told us that
beyond them were two more ranges without name, and
beyond them Hamran Ziqirt, five ranges with the watering in
the last of them. We have crossed four of these and there
is the fifth before us. I have counted them and you have not.
That is the difference. Only there is no Abal there for fire-
wood, though God is bountiful. But say, is Ibn Humaiyid,
who came here but yesterday, in error or is it otherwise ?
And as for the heat in my heart, may be that God put it
there when he created me, but it is you folk that enflame it
with your contrariness.

So we tried to understand our mutual differences as we
rode on towards our companions in advance, who had come
to a halt at the edge of the rolling plain at the further side of
the fourth range. Oh, Shaikh 'Abdullah, shouted Ibn
Humaiyid as we came up, look you, the well is yet distant
and this is the last of the good pastures on the way. We
would spend the night here, and when the camels have had
their fill, they will march better in the morning. Very well, I
replied, but it is too early yet, so let us march but an hour
more to yonder ridge and we will camp beyond it. The game
was up as they all knew only too well, and we crawled on
for less than an hour over an easy gradient of undulating
red-brown sands which shaded off imperceptibly into the
whiter masses of the dune summits. And from the top of
the range we looked down into the cup-like rock depression
of Ziqirt, only 15 miles from Naifa. A short day's march to
the eastward lies the watering of Bainha with that of
Dahbuba only a mile from the latter westward.

An eagle, a pair of ravens and some larks and warblers
had been observed during the march but, with my gun out of